Community Development Committee Meeting
Unofficial minutes 6/9/26
Mayor Ratliffe brought the meeting to order

1)Attendance:  Mayor, John Keigher, Cathy Bilow, Chad Burrell, Katie Stutzman, Jeff Neukomm, Josh Scarbeary &Harlan Geiser
Absent: Jake Wacker
Several people from the community were also in attendance. 

2) Minutes:  
The minutes from the May 12, 2026 CDC meeting were approved with no discussion.

3) Update on Compeer Grant
John reported that he and other village trustees will attend a dinner meeting this week with Compeer representatives and people from other small villages in Illinois.  A “Readiness Report” has been prepared for review, and John will share information on that at next regular CDC meeting. 

4) Update on America’s 250th in Roanoke:
 Chad Burrell sent roughs of July 3 and 4 posters for America’s 250th outlining the schedule for both days.  Suggestions were made by various people, and Chad reminded everyone of the urgency to finish the posters and get them distributed asap. Free swimming and bingo were removed from the schedule, as these events will not occur.

The committee discussed the dunk tank, which was listed for both days. Everyone agreed it should take place only on July 4 so it does not compete with the car show. The dunk tank will run from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m., and all proceeds will benefit the Jumbo Park fund.

John asked for group to find 3-4 volunteers to help at the kids’ activities on July 4 noon-4.  If no volunteers are recruited, there will be a fee added on to the contract for these activities.

So far, 19 vendors have signed up for the July 4 vendor show, which will run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Main Street. A variety of food trucks will be available on both days, with most scheduled for July 4. Bruce suggested placing a few food trucks near the beer tent in the library parking lot for convenience. The group supported the idea but agreed to wait until the day of the event to determine whether the trucks and trailers can safely access the parking lot and have enough space.

A brief discussion about contacting Dave and Barb Schwind to be the Grand Marshals for the July 4 parade.  Cathy Bilow said she would contact them. Harlan volunteered to let someone use his yellow Mustang to drive the Grand Marshals in the parade. He will be out of town but will make arrangements to find a driver and be at the parade on time. 

John reported that Meinhold that owns the building on Broad and Main is offering to open that building as a cooling station for anyone that gets overheated at the two day event.

A discussion was brought up about whether or not it is legal to throw candy from floats.  There were differing opinions about this, and some people said it depends on each insurance policy.  Matt asked about a stage for the MC of the parade, but that was not confirmed by anyone.  Jake W at last meeting said he would provide a sound system for the MC.

5) Jumbo Park Update
Cathy Bilow gave an update on the park, stating that Phase I is 90% completed.  All of the Woodford County Farm Bureau funding has been used, and until further grants/donations come in, the maintenance of the garden by volunteers is the main task for the summer months.  Cathy wants to have another work day at Jumbo Park on June 27.  Lynn asked if there was a way we could get a crew to move the Maloof sign closer to the garden so that we can put a temporary Jumbo Park sign up. 

6) Sign on East side of town
Several people are involved in the implementation of the Roanoke sign on the east side of town.  Jason Knepp is doing the prep work for the sign but evidently the sign itself has never been ordered. Money was allocated for it back in December of 2025. John said he would contact Heartland to get that part resolved. 


7)Any Business Relevant to the Committee
None

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned around 8:03 p.m.
 
An Extra Meeting to Discuss Final Preparation for the July 3 and 4 Celebration:  June 23 at 7 p.m.
Regular meeting: July 7 at 7 p.m.






